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CERTIFICATE  
 
 
Eric Saal from Greenfire has successfully attended the workshop 

Fairy circles and plant adaptations to water stress in the Namib 

on 27 November 2025, at Wolwedans on the NamibRand Nature Reserve.  
 

The workshop consisted of four lectures with the following topics: 
 

1 The climate of Namibia and examples of plant adaptations to water stress 

2 The distribution of fairy circles and of plant rings within Namibia 

3 Looking back at 25 years of research on fairy circles and discussing various hypotheses 

4 Explaining plant self-organization in the Namib and based on worldwide vegetation patterns 
 

In addition, the participating tour guides went on an excursion to the fairy circles. During this field 
excursion, the functioning of automatically recording soil-moisture sensors was explained, as well 
as how grasses use and redistribute soil water with their roots. Other topics related to desert 
ecology were also discussed, and the workshop participant made good use of that opportunity. 

A summary on the workshop can be found at https://www.fairy-circles.info/workshop 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Göttingen, 13.12.2025   
 Dr. Stephan Getzin 
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